                                       Unit-1
LANGUAGE AS A TOOL FOR COMMUNICATION
Language is a communication tool used by everyone in their daily life as a means to convey information and arguments to others. In this case, the language cannot be separated from culture because language represent its nation and has close relation to the attitude or behavior of groups of speakers of the languages. The role of language as a tool to express culture reality can be seen from: 
1) Language is part of culture.
 2) Even the language and the culture is in different, but have a very close relationship.
 3) Language is strongly influenced by culture.
 4) Language significantly influence culture and way of thinking of people living within.
 In the communication, language used by people is influence their culture or vice versa. If used parables, the culture and language like Siamese twins, the two things that cannot be separated. Or as a coin; side one is the language and the other is culture.
The Nature of Language 
Various definition of the language has been proposed by linguists. Language is a form, not the substance (in Chaer Lyons 1995:60). While Chaer (1995:14) mentions the characteristics that constitute the essence of language as a symbol of the sound system, are arbitrary, productive, dynamic, diverse, and humane. Language as a system, which means that formed by a number of components that are fixed and can be patterned. As a system, in addition to the systematic language are also systemic. Systematic meaning, language arranged according to a certain pattern, not arranged randomly or arbitrarily. While systematic means that language is a single system, but rather consists of several subsystems that differ from other languages. Language subsystem consists of phonology, morphology, syntax, and lexicon. 
Therefore the language also commonly considered unique but universal at the same time. Unique means having the characteristics or properties not possessed by other languages, while universal means having the same traits that exist in all languages. When compared with animals that have a variety of forms of communication, so people just use the language. Basically there are two types of animal communication systems:
 First, communication systems found in the bees. The second all communication systems exist in monkeys and birds. Human languages have something similar to this communication, but has a major difference compared to both (Gee, 1993: 2). Bees can communicate the presence of nectars to their group members, like the distance of the nectars, direction to the location, and the number of nectar found by using a particular dance. Gee called the bee dance to communicate the presence of the nectar as point-by point system. In addition to bees, monkeys and birds also have a way to communicate. Vervet African apes are capable to produce 36 kinds of sound for various situations. Among them was a different sound for the same situation, so vervet communication system able to deliver 22 kinds of messages. In addition, the birds also have a way to communicate even only consist of a very limited vocabulary to deliver messages. Furthermore, Chaer and Agustina (2004:26-29) suggests 16 kinds of distinctive human language, as follows:
1) The language uses vowel auditory pathway. In this case, there are similarities between communication systems owned by many animals, including crickets, frogs, and birds.
2) Language can be spread in all directions; yet receptions are directed. Spoken language sounds can be heard in all directions due to noise or sounds of language that propagates through the air, but the receiver or listener can tell exactly from which direction the sounds of language came.
 3) The language symbol in the form of sound that can be disappear once pronounced. This is in contrast with another symbol, such as the footprints of animals and heroic statues that can last for long time. Because of the rapid loss, people always trying to preserve this symbol of language sounds into written form and sound recordings. 
4) Participants in the communication with language can communicate to each other. This means that a speaker can be a symbol sender and as symbol recipient at the same time. 
5) The language symbol can be a complete feedback. The speaker as the sender can hear their own language symbols. Whereas, in some kinetic communication (movement) and visual (sight) as the bee dance, the sender information is not able to see the important parts of the dance. 
6) Communication languages has its own specialty. Humans can talk without having to do physical movements to support the communication process. Whereas communication in bees they physically forced to dance in order to deliver messages they intended to. 
7) Sound symbols in communication language means and refers to certain things. For example the word of horse refers to a type of quadrupeds that can be ridden. Sentence “Chaedar kick the ball” mean someone named Chaedar doing actions that hit the ball with his leg.
 8) The relationship between language symbol with its meaning is not determined by the presence of a bond between the two, but is determined by agreement or convention between the speakers of the language.
 9) language as a tool of human communication can be separated into certain unit, i.e sentences, words, morphemes, and phonemes. 
10) Reference or something being discussed in the language not always be at the present place and time. Human language can be used for something in the past, in the future, or are in distant places. Even that only in fantasy. 
11) Language is open. It means, symbols of speech can be made according to the human needs. While the language of animals is closed, unchanged from the first. 
12) Skill and finesse to master the rules and customs of human language derived from learning process, not through genes inborn. Animal language generally be congenital.
13) The language can be learned. Someone who was born and raised in a particular language community will be able to learn other languages that not used in their community. 
14) Language can be used to express the true and not true, or logically meaningless. Humans can use language to say the right things and that is not true. Only people who can use language to lie or deceive others. 
15) Language has two subsystems namely the sound subsystem and meaning subsystems that enable language to have economic function. The economics diverse occurredby functional sound units that can be grouped and regrouped into meaningful units, e.g. phonemes into words. 16) The language can be used to talk about language itself.
Language Functions
 Traditionally it is stated that language is a tool to interact or tools to communicate, in a sense, means to convey thoughts, ideas, concepts, or even a feeling. The concept that language is a tool to convey the thought has had a long history. However, in the sociolinguistic thought considered to be too narrow because the language activity is basically a "who speak what language to whom, when, and to what end." Therefore, from the view of sociolinguistics, language functions can be viewed from different angles, such as speakers, listeners, topics, codes, and conversation purpose (Chaer and Agustina, 2004: 15). 
From the point of speaker, language serves as a personal or private identity and Jacobson called it as emotive function. It means, speakers expressed their stand point on what they speak out. The speakers not only express emotions through language, but also showed emotion when delivering their speech. Therefore, the listener can understand whether the speakers in an angry, sad, or happy.
 From the point of the listener and the speaker, the language has a function as a directive, which regulates the behavior of the listener, and Halliday defines as instrumental function, while Jakobson called rhetorical. From this angle, the language not only makes the listener to do something, but the activities were consistent with what the speaker wants. This can be done by the speakers through sentences that express a command, direction, demand, or seduction.
 From the contact angle of the speaker and listener, the language has a fatigue function, Finnocchiaro called it as interpersonal and Halliday called it as interactional. 
Despite Pranowo in Halliday (1996:63) also classify the function of language based on the concept beyond the language function as other experts do. They classify into seven functions as follows:
1) instrumental function is the function of the language used to manipulate the environment that led to a particular situation.
2) regulatory function is the use of language that serves to control an event, such as approval, rejection, etc.
3)  The representational function of language that serves to make a statement, present the facts, etc. 
4) The use of interactional function of language serves to maintain the relationship in order to keep communications running smoothly, delivering jokes, master jargon, idioms used by the particular conversational partner.
5) Heuristic function is the function of the language that is used to acquire knowledge in order to recognize the environment, such as a child wondering about what is seen. 
6) Personal function, namely the use of language that serves to express feelings, emotions, personality, etc. 
7)  The function of the imaginative use of language that serve to create a system or be imaginative ideas. 
Language as a Communication Device 
After discussing language related to its nature and function, the language either realized or not it has an important meaning among their speakers. Language is a means of communication between members of the community in the form of symbols of sound produced by the speech organ. Language is also a tool of self-expression and served as a tool to show their identity as well.

Here are presented the role of language as a communication tool: 

1) Language as a tool to interact with others. Condition for the communication occurred is need involvement of two or more persons conducting talk to each other. In this case interaction process is emphasized in order to allow interchange feedback between the speaker to his interlocutor, and vice versa. 
2) Language reflects a person's level of education. An educated would be recalled better than uneducated people. The higher a person's education, the higher their speech wisdom. The emergence of this opinion because the interaction is often done by people who are well educated, influenced by the environment of residence, as well as the school environment or the working environment. So that educated people tend to interact with the environment that supports the use of language quality, than those who are less educated. 
3) Indicates authority. A leader would have to be able to speak well rewarded subordinates. This is related to one's mastery of the language, if a leader can speak well, then he can express his ideas in a clear and straightforward so that shows the authority of the leader.  
    4) As the force of law. With language, a person can identify the language of selfdefense or rival. Someone who speaks, even to escape easily from the case addressed to him. This suggests that language can be implemented as an ability / skill in communicating.
 5) Attract the customer. Language of good and interesting ads will make consumers interested in trying your product. In communications, advertising language is included in the scope of advertising. In an effort to convey the benefits and efficacy of the product, the process of communication can not be released from the distribution of a product to consumers.
Features of Language
The basic features of the human language are the following:
· Language is arbitrary. 
· Language is social.
· Language is symbolic.
· Language is systematic.
· Language is vocal.
· Language is non-instinctive, conventional.
· Language is productive and creative
Language is the collection of all efforts human use to communicate. Whether spoken, written, or insinuated by movement and gesture, the five characteristics of language remain relevant and important to human communication. 
Language is Arbitrary: Language is arbitrary in the sense that there is no inherent relation between the words of a language and their meanings or the ideas conveyed by them. There is no reason why a female adult human being be called a woman in English, aurat in Urdu, Zen in Persian and Femine in French. The choice of a word selected to mean a particular thing or idea is purely arbitrary but once a word is selected for a particular referent, it comes to stay as such. It may be noted that had language not been arbitrary, there would have been only one language in the world.
 Language is Social: Language is a set of conventional communicative signals used by humans for communication in a community. Language in this sense is a possession of a social group, comprising an indispensable set of rules which permits its members to relate to each other, to interact with each other, to cooperate with each other; it is a social institution. Language exists in society; it is a means of nourishing and developing culture and establishing human relations. 
Language is Symbolic: Language consists of various sound symbols and their graphological counterparts that are employed to denote some objects, occurrences or meaning. These symbols are arbitrarily chosen and conventionally accepted and employed. Words in a language are not mere signs or figures, but symbols of meaning. The intelligibility of a language depends on a correct interpretation of these symbols.
 Language is Systematic: Although language is symbolic, yet its symbols are arranged in a particular system. All languages have their system of arrangements. Every language is a system of systems. All languages have phonological and grammatical systems, and within a system there are several sub-systems. For example, within the grammatical system we have morphological and syntactic systems, and within these two sub-systems we have systems such as those of plural, of mood, of aspect, of tense, etc.
Language is Vocal: Language is primarily made up of vocal sounds only produced by a physiological articulatory mechanism in the human body. In the beginning, it appeared as vocal sounds only. Writing came much later, as an intelligent attempt to represent vocal sounds. Writing is only the graphic representation of the sounds of the language. So the linguists say that speech is primary.
Language is Non-instinctive, Conventional: No language was created in a day out of a mutually agreed upon formula by a group of humans. Language is the outcome of evolution and convention. Each generation transmits this convention on to the next. Like all human institutions languages also change and die, grow and expand. Every language then is a convention in a community. It is non-instinctive because it is acquired by human beings. Nobody gets a language in heritage; he acquires it because he an innate ability.
Language is Productive and Creative: Language has creativity and productivity. The structural elements of human language can be combined to produce new utterances, which neither the speaker nor his hearers may ever have made or heard before any, listener, yet which both sides understand without difficulty. Language changes according to the needs of society.
Finally, language has other characteristics such as Duality referring to the two systems of sound and meaning. Displacement which means the ability to talk across time and space, Humanness which means that animals cannot acquire it, Universality which refers to the equilibrium across humanity on linguistic grounds, Competence and Performance which means that language is innate and produced is society and furthermore, language is culturally transmitted. It is learnt by an individual from his elders, and is transmitted from one generation to another. Thus using J. Firth’s term, language is a ‘poly systametic’. It is also open to be studied from multifaceted angles.
Structure of Language
Language and the ability to communicate is an essential building block of human relationships. It helps us share information, ideas and feelings with one another, making language structure and development critical to groups of people and on an individual basis. Language development begins in infancy and continues throughout a person.
The basic structure of Language: Phonetic alphabets are wonderful linguistic inventions. They made literacy far, far easier than the symbolic character systems of writing such as the Chinese characters. For example, the Hungûl system of  Korean is known as the morning alphabet because a speaker of Korean can in one morning learn the letters and, because Korean words are written perfectly phonetically, becomes literate. Imperfectly phonetic spelling, as for English, require a much longer time to get acquainted with the idiosyncratic forms. 
The success of the phonetic alphabets have led people, including linguists, to presume that the basic building blocks of a language are the individual phonemes. Recent evidence coming out of attempts to create computer-generated speech indicates that this is not the case.
A team of linguists and engineers were engaged in a project to create a computer system for scanning documents and converting the files of characters into speech. The character recognition phase of the project was achieved and the team turned its attention to converting the character groups into spoken words. The strategy that seemed reasonable was to record humans reading text and cut out individual character sounds for assembly into words. For example, the recording of a word, say toad would be cut into [t], [o] and [d]. In theory then these could be reassembled as [d][o][t] for the pronunciation of the word dote. But the reassembled word was unintelligible. The reason was soon found. When a speaker articulates the word toad the speech mechanism anticipates the pronunciation of the [o] while articulating the [t] and anticipates the following [d] while articulating the [o]. Thus the pronunciation of phonemes is context-dependent. Thus the reassembly of the phonemes of toad in an attempt to pronounce dote fails.
Linguists went on to show that a listener can distinguish between the supposedly same initial consonants of different syllables in a small fraction of the time required to articulate that consonant.
What this means is that the fundamental building blocks of a language are the syllables. It is to be noted that auxiliary modifications of the pronunciation of multisyllable words are of the syllable rather than the phoneme. In the case of the tonal language such as Chinese the tone is tied to the syllable rather than the phoneme. Thus the basic chunks of a language are the syllables. Some languages are written using a syllabary rather than an alphabet. Typically a syllabary will have one hundred to two hundred distinct characters rather than the thirty of a typical alphabet. This imposed a greater burden in learning to read and write a language. The reasonable compromise would be to have an alphabet but teach the pronunciation of syllables to children rather than starting with the individual letters. The emphasis on individual letters is almost always misguided because parents teach their children first the name of the letters rather than their supposed sound value; i.e., that h is aitch rather than huh.
Language and Power
Language is used in order to describe the world around us as well as to build and maintain social relationships. In this respect, language is also a potential tool to exercise power. In totalitarian states, language can constitute an efficient instrument of power, but even in democracies, power is exercised through language. Those who possess political power and control media can influence language and determine discourses in society. At the same time, power often provokes opposition and protest and forms the basis for contrasting discourses. Also in such cases, language offers a mean to understand and change underlying power structures. Language is also a unique and powerful mean to influence the individual’s as well as the society’s social, economic and educational conditions. Language can determine an individual’s or a group’s potential to be part of society as well as play an important role in creating identity.
The theme explores the relationship between language and power which is exercised in society, politics, media and art. The research area is interdisciplinary and includes cultural theory, semiotics, linguistics, literature studies, translation studies, history, and media studies. The term language is to be understood in a wider sense and comprises not only spoken and written language, but also other semiotic and multimodal systems of meaning.
The first course provides a theoretical and methodological introduction to the theme. The following three courses provide different perspectives on the relationship between language and power, and focus on media, translation and literature, language policies and identity.
The theme starts with an introductory lecture held by an internationally renowned researcher in the field. At the end of each course, there will be a symposium, in which the results of the course will be presented and summarized, and the following course introduced by the relevant teacher.

